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What is Regen Ag?



What does the term ”regenerative” mean?

• Water and air pollution

• Biodiversity loss

• Soil degradation and erosion

• Exploitation of labor

• Animal abuse

• Extractive approach

• Diminishing returns

• Air and water purification

• Biodiversity gain

• Pedogenesis (soil formation)

• Carbon sequestration

• One Health

• Mutualism

• Synergistic effects

• ”Compound Interest”

Vicious cycle

Virtuous cycle
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• Soil

• Biodiversity

• Air

• Water

• Equity

• Climate

What is to be regenerated?

Source: https://ebfcommons.org/ 

https://ebfcommons.org/
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Principles for regenerative organic farming in Denmark

Figure source: Jørgensen JR, Enni JA, Dalgaard T, Horsted K, Ingvorsen B,

Jakobsen M, Jensen EH, Kongsted AG, Thorsøe MH, Kristensen HL,

Pedersen LJ, Pedersen TM, Rasmussen C, Trkulja I. 2024. 

Regenerativt landbrug i økologisk landbrug – en vidensyntese. 117 sider.

Rådgivningsrapport fra DCA – Nationalt Center for Fødevarer og Jordbrug

 Aarhus Universitet, leveret: 31.08.2024.

https://dcapub.au.dk/djfpublikation/djfpdf/DCArapport230.pdf 

Minimal soil disturbance

Year-round 

vegetative cover

Maximum species diversity

Integration of livestock

and plant production

Recirculation of resources

https://dcapub.au.dk/djfpublikation/djfpdf/DCArapport230.pdf


Why Regen Ag?



Environment

The need for systemic change in agriculture – DK ag as well

Ag sector accounting for 
~37% of DK’s climate 
footprint

It is estimated that 
agriculture is responsible 
for 80% of biodiversity 
losses globally (Campbell 
et al. (2017)

Economy 

FAO: DK Ag generates 
DKK 1,78 kr. of 
”externalities”  for every 
DKK 1 it contributes to the 
national economy

EU: Current climate related 
losses in ag sector DKK 
200-400 bn/year

Public health

KU: Society would save 
DKK 2 bn. – in colon 
cancer treatment alone – if 
maximum allowed nitrate 
concentration in drinking 
water was lowered

Danish Council on Ethics: 
Current pig production is a 
major threat to public 
health, due to increasing 
antibiotics resistance

Sources: Lord, S. 2023. Hidden costs of agrifood systems and recent trends from 2016 to 2023 – Background paper for

The State of Food and Agriculture 2023. FAO Agricultural Development Economics Technical Study, No. 31.

Rome, FAO. https://doi.org/10.4060/cc8581en; Nielsen, et al. 2024. Denmark's National Inventory Report 2024. Emission Inventories 1990-2022 - Submitted under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Aarhus 

University, DCE – Danish Centre for Environment and Energy, 768 pp.; Jacobsen, B. H., Hansen, B., & Schullehner, J. (2024). Health-economic valuation of lowering nitrate standards in drinking water related to colorectal cancer in Denmark. 

Science of the Total Environment, 906, 167368. Campbell, B. M., D. J. Beare, E. M. Bennett, J. M. Hall-Spencer, J. S. I. Ingram, F. Jaramillo, R. Ortiz, N. Ramankutty, J. A. Sayer, and

D. Shindell. 2017. Agriculture production as a major driver of the Earth system exceeding planetary boundaries. Ecology and Society 22

(4):8. https://doi.org/10.5751/ES-09595-220408 ; fi-compass, 2025, https://www.fi-compass.eu/library/market-analysis/insurance-and-risk-management-tools-agriculture-eu
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The three biggest threats 
to soil health in DK

(a) Loss of soil organic matter (SOM)

(b) Erosion

(c) Soil compaction

Kilde: Gomes et al. (2023) Soil assessment in Denmark: Towards soil functional mapping and beyond.

Front. Soil Sci. 3:1090145. doi: 10.3389/fsoil.2023.1090145



Who promotes Regen Ag?



Membership associations Advisory firms Food producers



EU
• 849 actors/stakeholders from ES, FR, 

NL og DE

• 31% farmers (smaller operations most 
visible)

• 12% ”processors”/food producers (very 
large operations dominate)

Kilde: Schreefel, L., Steenman, E., Adler, F. et al. Beyond 

the buzz: analyzing actors promoting regenerative 

agriculture in Europe. npj Sustain. Agric. 3, 59 (2025). 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s44264-025-00100-1 
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EU Innovation
European Association for

Regenerative Agriculture (EARA)

Kilde: European Alliance for Regenerative Agriculture. 2025. Farmer-led study on Europe’s Regenerating Full Productivity.

https://eara.farm/wp-content/uploads/EARA_Farmer-led-Research-on-Europes-Full-Productivity_2025_06_03.pdf
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Globally

“Regenerative agriculture is an 

outcome-based farming approach 

that protects and improves soil 

health, biodiversity, climate, and 

water resources while supporting 

farmer livelihoods.”



“Regenerative systems improve 

the environment, soil, plants, 

animal welfare, health, and 

communities.

The opposite of Regenerative is Degenerative

This is an essential distinction in determining 

practices that are not regenerative.

Agricultural systems that use Degenerative 

Practices and inputs that damage the environment, 

soil, health, genes, and communities and involve 

animal cruelty are not regenerative. The use of 
synthetic toxic pesticides, synthetic water-
soluble fertilizers, genetically modified 
organisms, confined animal feeding 
operations, exploitive marketing and wage 
systems, destructive tillage systems, and the 
clearing of high-value ecosystems are 
examples of degenerative practices.
Such systems must be called degenerative agriculture 
to stop greenwashing and hijacking.
Regeneration International asserts that to heal our 
planet, all agricultural systems should be regenerative, 
organic, and based on the science of agroecology.”

Source: https://regenerationinternational.org/2023/12/22/the-definition-of-regenerative-agriculture 
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“Regenerative agriculture is an 

outcome-based farming approach 

that protects and improves soil 

health, biodiversity, climate, and 

water resources while supporting 

farmer livelihoods.”

Globally



Example: Bayer

”Potential to shape regenerative 
agriculture on >160 mio. ha”

Estimate up to 30 bn in ”peak 
sales potential”, mentioning the 
following products:

• Novel (GMO-) ”Smart Corn 
System”

• A novel herbicide

• Two new fungicides

Kilder: https://www.foei.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/FOEI_The-Agribusiness-model_ENG-1.pdf

https://www.bayer.com/media/en-us/bayer-sees-more-than-doubling-of-accessible-markets-and-potential-to-shape-regenerative-agriculture-on-more-than-400-million-acres



Example 2: Syngenta

Regenerative ag listed as ”sustainability 
priority 2”.

Aim to improve:

• Productivity

• Soil Health

• Biodiversity

• Climate

Regen practices mentioned:

• Cover crops

• No-Till

• Precision application of chemical and biological 
inputs



Which practices are 
considered regenerative?



Kilde: Schreefel, L., Steenman, E., Adler, F. et al. Beyond 

the buzz: analyzing actors promoting regenerative 

agriculture in Europe. npj Sustain. Agric. 3, 59 (2025). 

https://doi.org/10.1038/s44264-025-00100-1 

Frequency of practices mentioned by actor group

1. Cover crops

2. Crop diversity

3. Agroforestry and permaculture

4. Reduction of external inputs

5. Habitat provision(ing)

https://doi.org/10.1038/s44264-025-00100-1
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Kilde: https://agroecology-coalition.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/principles_infographic_EN_interactif.pdf 

Is it Agroecology?

1. Cover crops

2. Crop diversity

3. Agroforestry and permaculture

4. Reduction of external inputs

5. Habitat provision(ing)
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Yes, perhaps…



…but similarities decrease downstream

1. Individual farmers and 
grassroots

2. NGO’s and development 
organisations

3. Enterprises

Kilde: Tittonell P, El Mujtar V, Felix G, Kebede Y, Laborda L, Luján Soto R and de Vente J (2022) Regenerative

agriculture—agroecology without politics? Front. Sustain. Food Syst. 6:844261.

doi: 10.3389/fsufs.2022.844261



Innovation or greenwashing?



A spectrum
Reductionism
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Global:

Access Agriculture

DEEP Network

EcoAgriculture Partners

Garden for Nutrition 

Global Ecovillage Network

GreenFaith

Holistic Management International

IFOAM Organics International

IFOAM Seeds Platform

Inga Foundation

Initiatives for Land, Lives and Peace

Rain For Climate 

Savory

Seed Freedom

UpDIG

Wikifarmer

 

Asia:

Adama Haya (Living Soil) (Israel)

Agricultural Biodiversity Community(India)

AgroEco Philippines (Philippines)

Adron Agro Engineers (India)

Almost Heaven Farms (India)

Amiha Agro Pvt. Ltd (India)

AqsaFarm (Indonesia)

Asian Rural Institute (Japan)

Association of Organic Farmers (India)

BARCIK (Bangladesh Resource Centre for Indigenous Knowledge) 

(Bangladesh)

Carbon Farmers of Nepal (Nepal)

Centre for Tribals and Rural Development Trust (India)

Civilized Agriculture, Payap University (Thailand)

Combating Poverty and Climate Change Foundation (Pakistan)

CSI Synod Department of Ecological Concerns (India)

Dangar Farmer Producer Company LTD (India)

Department of Political Science and Public Administration, Central 

University of Jharkhand, Ranchi (Government of India) (India)

Downtoearth (Philippines)

Earth Net Foundation  (Thailand)

Enzyme Bali (Indonesia)

Firfirey Organics (Nepal)

Foliage Unlimited (India)

Food Jungle (Brunei)

Food Forests PH (Philippines)

Floyera Foundation (India)

Global Seed Savers (Philippines)

GO Organics (Thailand)

Goumbook (United Arab Emirates)

Guru Ramdas Seed & Conservation Agriculture Farm (India)

Heavenly Farms (India)

Himalayan Permaculture Centre (Nepal)

HomelandGreen Limited (Hong Kong)

Indian Vetiver Foundation (India)

Institute of Ecology and Environment (Nepal)

Integrative Cancer Research Institute Inc. (Philippines)

IPL Biologicals Limited (India)

Jeevanama (Pakistan)

K.J. Somaiya Institute of Applied Agricultural Research (India)

Kirakiian Engeneering (Syria)

Kothowain(Bangladesh)

Kovel Foundation (India)

Lanka Organic Agricultural Movement (Sri Lanka)

Lipok Social Foundation (India)

Lokallab (Philippines)

Nanobiobakt (Armenia)

NAPP (Network of Asia Pacific Producers Pvt Ltd.) (Singapore)

National Organics Pvt.Ltd (Nepal)

Navdanya (India)

News and Market (China)

Organic Lifestyle Magazine (Taiwan)

Organic Tribune Network (Iran)

Orissa State Volunteers and Social Workers Association (India)

PDS Organic Spices (India)

Permaculture Children's House Foundation (Thailand)

Permaculture Sri Lanka (Sri Lanka)

PIINTEC (DPRK)

PT Van Aroma (Indonesia)

Pun Pun Center for Self Reliance (Thailand)

Sadhana Forest (India)

SAFEEKO BIO INDONESIA (Indonesia)

Sant Nikka Singh Agricultural Society (India)

Sarvasaara Agro Research and Technology Center (Sri Lanka)

Satmile Satish Club o Pathagar (SSCOP) (India)

Second Sun Systems (India)

Shumei International (Japan)

Silverbirch Associates KK (Japan)

Society for Environment Conservation and Agriculture Research and 

Development (SECARD Nepal) (Nepal)

Soul Society for Organic Farming & Education Private Limited (India)

Sunshine Permaculture (Thailand)

Svyam Bane Gopal (India)

The Mushroom Initiative (Hong Kong)

The Tribals (India)

Thought For Food (Malaysia)

Vaishvikfoods Pvt Ltd (India)

VedicTree Foundation (India)

Vietnam Organic Agriculture Association (VOAA) (Vietnam)

Walden Farm (China)

Wanca System Agribusiness (Indonesia)

World Consumer Federation Nepal (Nepal)

Zero Foodprint Asia (Hong Kong)

Latin America:

3Colibrís (Colombia)

Agrosuisse (Brazil)

Artisan Tropic (Colombia)

Asesoramiento en la Regeneración de Suelos (Argentina)

Asociación Colombiana de Ganadería Regenerativa ACOGANAR 

(Colombia)

Asociación de Consumidores Orgánicos (Mexico)

Belize Ag Report (Belize)

Biopakal (Mexico)

Biosfera Farms (Mexico)

Ble Dot Consultora Medioambiental (Argentina)

Bpofruits (Colombia)

BVI Farmers Network (Brittish Virgin Islands)

Café Dos Contos (Brazil)

Carnes Manada (Chile)

Casa Congo Conservation Society (Nicaragua)

Casa Roo (Mexico)

Children's International Foundation for Research Education and 

Peace (CIFREP) (Chile)

Cocina Intuitiva (Colombia)

Coffee T+ank (Colombia)

Confederación Agrosolidaria (Colombia)

Constelación: Collaborative Seedery (Argentina)

Cooperativa Lemu (Chile)

Cooperativas Sin Fronteras (Costa Rica)

Durga's Den (Jamaica)

Earth Connection Center Biological Reserve (Mexico)

Ecotierras (Argentina)

EkoWays Tourism (Brazil)

El Maíz Más Pequeno (Mexico)

El Manzano (Chile)

Elisa Hortaliza (Mexico)

Estampa Verde AC (Mexico)

Fazenda Jacob (Brazil)

FEBEA BIO (Mexico)

Finca Luna Nueva (Costa Rica)

Finca Marta (Cuba)

Finca Tierra Negra (Dominican Republic)

Fundación Semillas Ecológicas (Panama)

Hacienda las Imagenes (Costa Rica)

Hacienda Mirandillas (Mexico)

Haitian Farmers Association for Stability and Economic Development 

(HFASED) (Haiti)

Homestead Chile (Chile)

Insecta (Guatemala)

Instituto Brasil Orgânico (Brazil)

Instituto Mexicano para el Desarrollo Comunitario (IMDEC) (Mexico)

Instituto Quintal (Brazil)

Instituto Sinal do Vale (Brazil)

Kairós Institute - Ethics and Responsible Care (Brazil)

La Botica del Alma (Chile)

La Delia Verde S.A.U. (Argentina)

La Tierra del Jaguar (México/USA)

La Tigra Forest Farm (Costa Rica)

Las Cañadas (Mexico)

Las Carolinas (Colombia)

Living Ground - Suelo Vivo (Ecuador)

Los Maitenes, Centro de Expasión Agroecológica(Chile)

Manos al Agro (Mexico)

Maya Mountain Research Farm (Belize)

Millones Contra Monsanto (Mexico)

Mutirão Agroflorestal (Brazil)

MUSAA - Mujeres por la Sosteniblidad Ambiental y Alimentaria A.C. 

(Mexico)

Natural Patrimony Particular Reserve (RPPN) Águas Claras (Brazil)

Pasticultores del Desierto (Mexico)

Pio Pio (Chile)

Plante Chuva (Brazil)

Pretaterra (Brazil)

Pro-Organic Belize (Belize)

Proyecto Ecológico Azuero (Panama)

Quilahue (Chile)

Rancho Nextia (Mexico)

Rancho Raudal (Mexico)

Red Diamond Compost (Barbados)

Red Permanezca (Costa Rica)

Regeneration Belize (Belize)

Regenerativa (Chile)

Residuos industriales del Sur-Black Soil El Erial (Chile)

Rio Muchacho Organic Farm (Ecuador)

Rizoma Field School (Uruguay)

Secano Sin Sequía (Chile)

Sembrando Ideas (Colombia)

Suelo Fértil (Costa Rica)

Sustainable Harvest International (Belize, Honduras, Panama)

Stay True Organic Clothing (Argentina)

SVX Mexico (Mexico)

Tambo Roca (Chile)

The ECO Parks Project (Jamaica)

The Working Nature (Mexico)

Tierras de Montaña (Colombia)

Tropical Agro-Forestry Ltd (Belize)

Universal Healing International (Belize)

Vía Orgánica (Mexico)

 

USA/Canada:

4thSecond (USA)

Abundant Earth Foundation(USA)

Aggie Perilli Communications International (USA)

AgroArt (USA)

Ahavah Farm (USA)

Alter Eco (USA)

Altresco International (USA)

Angelic Organics Learning Center (USA)

Annie's Farm (USA)

Appalachian Grit (USA)

Arete Microbial Products, LLC(USA)

Association of Compost Producers (USA)

Becket Films (USA)

Biodiversity for a Livable Climate (USA)

Bionutrient Food Association (USA)

BlackFork Farms (USA)

Bloom Network (USA)

Buckpoint LLC (USA)

Cal Microgreens (USA)

Carbon Farms International (Canada)

Carbonwave - Sarga Agriscience (USA)

Cedar Circle Farm (USA)

Center for Food Safety (USA)

Center for Regenerative Agriculture (USA)

Center for World Indigenous Studies (USA)

Centre for Livelihoods and Support to Sustainable Development 

(CLISSD) (USA)

Citizen Climate Lobby (USA)

Colville Compost LLC (USA)

Community Conservation Initiative (USA)

Community Solutions (USA)

ConserWaterTechnologies INC (USA)

Conducive (USA)

Culture Den (USA)

Curb Appeal Fixers Landscaping (USA)

Dabre Family Services International (USA)

Demeter (USA)

DocTerre (Canada)

Downey Ranch LLC (USA)

Dr. Bronner's (USA)

Dragonfly Ranch Educational Center (USA)

Earth Alive Clean Technologies (Canada)

Earth Open Source (USA)

EcoRestoration Alliance (USA)

Edible Forest Gardens (USA)

Elise Suronen (USA)

Environment Celebration Institute, Inc. (USA)

Environmental Education Media Project (USA)

Fair World Project (USA)

Farmbrite (USA)

Farm from a Box (USA)

FarmSahel (USA)

Farm to Home (USA)

Fearless Farmers (USA)

Food Animal Concerns Trust (USA)

Foodwaze (USA)

Fresh Press (USA)

Gaia Herbs (USA)

GC Resolve (USA)

Global Wellbeing Institute (USA)

Glyphosate Girl (USA)

GMOScience (USA)

Green Cover Seed (USA)

Green Dreamer (USA)

Good Tree Farm (USA)

Hawthorn Valley (USA)

Healing Foods Minneapolis (USA)

Healthy PlanEat (Sustainable Planet LLC) (USA)

Hidden Penny Farm (USA)

Holistic Management Canada (Canada)

iGiveTrees (USA)

Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy (USA)

International Food & Agri Mgt Asso (USA)

Iroquois Valley Farms (USA)

Just Food and Water (USA)

K'allam'p (USA)

Kiss the Ground (USA)

Latitude | Regenerative Real Estate (USA)

Lazy B Ranch (USA)

LocalScale (USA)

Main Street Project (USA)

Malamaki Farm School (USA)

Marci Zaroff Sustainable Brands (USA)

Marsh Haven Farms (USA)

Maya Economic Development Corporation (USA)

Mercola Health (USA)

Merritt College - Agroecology Department (USA)

MetaWear (USA)

Millions Against Monsanto (USA)

Mohawk Valley Trading Company (USA)

Moon on the Mountain Farm and Fiber Arts LLC (USA)

Mosa Organic (USA)

Mulch Madness (USA)

Non Toxic Communities (USA)

Northeast Organic Farming Association, Massachusetts Chapter 

(USA)

nRhythm (USA)

NuLife Ventures (USA)

Oatmeal Textiles, LLC (USA)

Ogema Organics (USA)

Omega-Alpha Recycling Systems (USA)

Organic Consumers Association (USA)

Pacific Gro (USA)

Peels and Wheels Composting (USA)

Permaganic Authenticated (USA)

Planted Cuisine (USA)

Powur (USA)

Praxis Project New Brunswick (Canada)

Project Grounded (USA)

Quinn (USA)

Quivira Coalition (USA)

Rainforest Alliance (USA)

Récolte Collective (Canada)

Recovered Carbon (USA)

Regen360 Collective, LLC (USA)

Regenerative Agriculture Alliance (USA)

Regenerative Design Group (USA)

Regenerative Lifestyle Design (USA)

Regeneration North LLC (USA)

Regeneration Vermont (USA)

Regenerative Environments (USA)

Regenerative Rising (USA)

Regenerative Shift (USA)

Regenerative Stewardship (USA)

ReGenFriends (USA)

Rewild Sourcing (USA)

Rodale Institute (USA)

Régénération Canada (Canada)

Saluteia Natural Foods (Canada)

Scarabée Regenerative (USA)

Seasonally Fresh (USA)

Seeds of Hope International (USA)

Shanao Cacao (USA)

Skinny Farm of Scio (USA)

Soil Carbon Coalition (USA)

Soil Centric (USA)

Soil4Climate (USA)

Soil Food Web School LLC (USA)

Soil Works LLC (USA)

Southfacing Tortuga (USA)

St. Isidore Farm (Canada)

Steward (USA)

Strategies for International Development (USA)

Studio Hill Farm(USA)

Terra Genesis (USA)

Texas Real Food (USA)

The Blue Atlas Project (USA)

The Carbon Underground (USA)

The Hummingbird Project (USA)

The HyRail Inc (USA)

The Kamala Foundation (Canada)

The Philosopher's Stoneground: Regenerative Nut Butters (USA)

The Plant Doctor (USA)

The Rules (USA)

The Schoolhouse Life (USA)

UKKÖ Robotics (Canada)

Uncommon Health Solutions (USA)

Unity Unlimited (USA)

Valhalla Montreal (Canada)

Von Trapp Farmstead (USA)

White Clover Farm (USA)

Wild Child Regeneration (Canada)

Zero Foodprint (USA)

Holism



Regen Ag as a greenwashing tool

What’s being sold How it’s packaged



Thank you for paying 
attention!

Følg podcasten ØKO-LYD 

for mere information om 

regenerativt landbrug i en 

dansk, økologisk kontekst. 

Photo: Jon Aagaard Enni
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