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Short about the us

• A centre for developing organic farming in 
Denmark

• Created as a fusion of the agricultural 

specialists from Organic Denmark and the 

Danish Agriculture & Food Council

• Established 1st October 2021 as a 
nonprofit research organization



Organic sows in Denmark: 
Rules and management

Foto: Linda Duve 



EU rules and Danish 
interpretations

Rules for Danish organic pigs

Rapport (lbst.dk)

The Danish 
Environmental Protection 
Agency

Indretning og drift af 
udendørs sohold 
(husdyrvejledning.dk)

https://lbst.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/NaturErhverv/Filer/Tvaergaaende/Oekologi/Jordbrugsbedrifter/OEkologivejledning_2024.pdf
https://husdyrvejledning.dk/media/ixzjmeuq/byggeblad-udendoers-sohold-95-03-02.pdf
https://husdyrvejledning.dk/media/ixzjmeuq/byggeblad-udendoers-sohold-95-03-02.pdf
https://husdyrvejledning.dk/media/ixzjmeuq/byggeblad-udendoers-sohold-95-03-02.pdf


Supplementary rules for organic pigs

Animal Protection

Mærkekrav svin D23-
552475.pdf 
(dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk)

Danish Veterinary and 
Food Administration

The industry recommendations 
for increased animal welfare in 
the production of organic pigs

brancheanbefalinger-til-
oeget-dyrevelfaerd-ved-
produktion-af-oekologiske-
grise-januar-2023.pdf

Vejledning_til_Foedevaresty
relsens_kontrol_med_hjerte
besaetninger_-
_svinebesaetninger.pdf 
(bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk)

https://www.dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk/sites/dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk/files/2023-12/M%C3%A6rkekrav%202024/M%C3%A6rkekrav%20svin%20D23-552475.pdf
https://www.dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk/sites/dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk/files/2023-12/M%C3%A6rkekrav%202024/M%C3%A6rkekrav%20svin%20D23-552475.pdf
https://www.dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk/sites/dyrenesbeskyttelse.dk/files/2023-12/M%C3%A6rkekrav%202024/M%C3%A6rkekrav%20svin%20D23-552475.pdf
https://lf.dk/media/uw1ikmj4/brancheanbefalinger-til-oeget-dyrevelfaerd-ved-produktion-af-oekologiske-grise-januar-2023.pdf
https://lf.dk/media/uw1ikmj4/brancheanbefalinger-til-oeget-dyrevelfaerd-ved-produktion-af-oekologiske-grise-januar-2023.pdf
https://lf.dk/media/uw1ikmj4/brancheanbefalinger-til-oeget-dyrevelfaerd-ved-produktion-af-oekologiske-grise-januar-2023.pdf
https://lf.dk/media/uw1ikmj4/brancheanbefalinger-til-oeget-dyrevelfaerd-ved-produktion-af-oekologiske-grise-januar-2023.pdf
https://bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/bedre-dyrevelfaerd/Materialer/Vejledning_til_Foedevarestyrelsens_kontrol_med_hjertebesaetninger_-_svinebesaetninger.pdf
https://bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/bedre-dyrevelfaerd/Materialer/Vejledning_til_Foedevarestyrelsens_kontrol_med_hjertebesaetninger_-_svinebesaetninger.pdf
https://bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/bedre-dyrevelfaerd/Materialer/Vejledning_til_Foedevarestyrelsens_kontrol_med_hjertebesaetninger_-_svinebesaetninger.pdf
https://bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/bedre-dyrevelfaerd/Materialer/Vejledning_til_Foedevarestyrelsens_kontrol_med_hjertebesaetninger_-_svinebesaetninger.pdf
https://bedre-dyrevelfaerd.dk/fileadmin/user_upload/bedre-dyrevelfaerd/Materialer/Vejledning_til_Foedevarestyrelsens_kontrol_med_hjertebesaetninger_-_svinebesaetninger.pdf


Housing

EU-regulation: 

• Boars and breeding pigs can  be housed 
indoors in the winter, if they have permanent 
access to an outdoor run

• It is the Danish Agency for Agriculture's 
assessment that all breeding pigs and piglets 
must have access to grazing areas when 
weather conditions and the condition of the 
soil permit

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen



Housing, farrowing

The Industry rec., Animal Protection, Heart brand:

• All sows must farrow outdoors

The Industry rec., Animal Protection

• The minimum area is 300 m2 per sow

Animal Protection, Heart brand

• Straw must be added for nest building

Animal Protection :

• Sows and gilts must be moved to the farrowing 
area no later than 5 days before expected 
farrowing

• The bedded lying area should be minimum 3,8 m2

per sow

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen



Piglets, access to feed:

EU-regulation: 

• No specific rules

Animal Protection:

• Piglets on  the farrowing field must have 
access to suitable supplementary feed from 
the age of 21 days, and this can be through 
access to the sow's feed

The Industry rec.: 

• Piglets must have access to suitable 
supplementary feed in the farrowing field from 
the age of 4 weeks

Foto: Hestbjerg Økologi



Weaning age

EU-regulation: 

• The weaning age is minimum 40 days

The Industry rec.: 

• The average weaning age is minimum of 7 
weeks

Animal Protection:

• Organic pig: The average weaning age is 
minimum 49 days, and minimum 40 days old

• (non organic average weaning age is 
minimum 35 days)

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen



Thermoregulation

EU - regulation:  

• Ensure that all pigs have the opportunity to
seek shelter and shade in the farrowing hut, 
huts, tents or shelter shed. This can also be 
under trees or live fences, etc.

The Industry rec. + Animal Protection:

Farrowing paddocks during summer: 

• The shade can be offered by live vegetation or 
other things. Huts where a high air flow can be 
created by offering an extra opening of at least 
the same size as the animals' entrance into 
the hut can meet the requirement

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen



Thermoregulation

EU-regulation: 

• In the summer period all pigs must have 
access to thermoregulation as shower or a 
mud wallow

Animal Protection:

• All pigs over 20 kg must have access to a mud 
wallow or shower when the average daily 
temperature exceeds 15°C

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen



Area / environment

DK – regulation

*Level in max. 12 months, after which there must be at least 12 months cultivation of 

crops with a significant nitrogen requirement

Weaning

Weeks  Weight

Of which in 

the 

farrowing 

field

Min total 

area m2  

/ year 

sow

Max.*Year 

sows per 

ha, 

number.

Litter/

year 

sow



Area / environment

DK-regulation:

Location of feedthrough  
and huts

• Feeding places and huts 
must been moved at 
least once every second 
months / after each 
weaning



Examples of other rules

Bedding materiale:

EU-regulation

• You can use both organic and non-organic bedding 
material as straw, sand or sawdust

The Industry rec.

• If you use straw as bedding material minimum 50% 
should be organic

Transport:

The Industry rec., Animal Protection, Heart brand:

• The transport time must not exceed 8 hours

The Industry rec., Animal Protection

• Piglets may not be transported more than 4 hours 
from seller to buyer

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen



WWW.ICOEL.DK

Thank you for your 
attention

Foto: Heidi Mai-Lis Andersen
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