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 Can oats help climate-proof our food systems? AVENUE project is set to find out 

Denmark is a global leader when it comes to sustainable farming, with the highest organic market 
share worldwide. But as climate change intensifies and global food systems face increasing 
uncertainty – how can Denmark stay ahead, while also meeting the national target of being climate 
neutral by 2050? 

A key solution may lie in a grain with great potential: 𝗼𝗮𝘁𝘀.  

𝗢𝗮𝘁 𝗵𝗮𝘀 𝗮 𝗹𝗼𝘄 𝗰𝗮𝗿𝗯𝗼𝗻 𝗳𝗼𝗼𝘁𝗽𝗿𝗶𝗻𝘁 and requires low inputs thanks to its low demand for nitrogen, its 
low susceptibility to diseases, and its ability to cope effectively against weeds.  
 
𝗢𝗮𝘁𝘀 𝗮𝗿𝗲 𝗮𝗹𝘀𝗼 𝗮𝗺𝗼𝗻𝗴 𝘁𝗵𝗲 𝗵𝗲𝗮𝗹𝘁𝗵𝗶𝗲𝘀𝘁 𝗴𝗿𝗮𝗶𝗻𝘀 𝗼𝗻 𝗲𝗮𝗿𝘁𝗵 – rich in protein, minerals, antioxidants and β-
glucan fibre, associated with reduction in cholesterol levels and improved blood sugar control. 

The AVENUE project, funded by Novo Nordisk Foundation, aims to harness the unique properties 
of oats and develop climate‑resilient, nutritious, and reliable seeds for the future. Recently, 200 oat 
varieties were recently sown in NordGen's fields, of which 180 originate from the Nordic seed 
collection conserved by NordGen. With trials now underway in Sweden, Denmark, and Scotland, we 
hope the seeds have taken root in good soil and look forward to seeing the results over a two-year 
period. 

"Our goal is to identify a '𝘀𝘂𝗽𝗲𝗿 𝗼𝗮𝘁' with high nutritional value and stable performance in 
sustainable organic farming," says Sidsel Birkelund Schmidt, Project leader of AVENUE. 

Read more about AVENUE at: https://lnkd.in/epcERD5b
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Läs nyheten på svenska: https://www.nordgen.org/sv/nyheter/kan-havre-hjalpa-till-att-
klimatsakra-vara-livsmedelssystem-det-ska-projektet-avenue-ta-reda-pa/
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